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											Welcome to the NC 4th of July Festival!

				    											Come celebrate the patriotic spirit of America in Southport. For over 200 years, we've honored our nation's independence in grand style. From colonial times to today, it has grown into a cherished event. Each year, 40,000 to 50,000 people gather to commemorate Old Glory. Established in 1972 as the N.C. 4th of July Festival, the focus remains on honoring our nation's birthday. Join us for a delightful experience filled with traditions and merriment. Southport's festival ignites hearts with American pride. 
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																		Sponsorships
																		
									Want to sponsor us in 2024? Click here!
											
								

							

						

										
							
									
								
																		Red, White & Blue Shrimparoo
																		
									The N.C. Fourth of July Festival invites the community to join us from 4-7 p.m. Sunday, April 28th
											
								

							

						

										
							
									
								
																		Donate
																		
									Want to support the festival with a donation? Click here!
											
								

							

						

					




	
				
				
					
											Looking to sign up?
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																						Arts and Crafts Show 
																						The N.C. 4th of July Festival Arts and Crafts show had its humble beginnings as a street fair near Leggett's (now Ocean Outfitters) on East Moore Street. Over time, it grew in popularity and underwent a few location changes until it finally settled in Franklin Square Park. Franklin Square Park, situated adjacent to the Southport Baptist Church at the corner of N. Howe and E. West Streets, became its permanent home.
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																						Concessions
																						A variety of food and drink are available during the festival to fill you up as you partake in the numerous festival events. Your sense of smell will perk up when you near the concession areas. You will be tempted by the aroma of hot dogs, Greek gyros, Italian sausage, shrimp baskets, bar-b-que, blooming onions, and fries to funnel cakes, kettle corn, ice cream, cotton candy, and shaved ice.
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																						Parade
																						The current N.C. 4th of July Festival Parade began in 1964 but has roots dating back to 1700’s, when the ladies of Smithville (now the City of Southport) dressed in white and marched through the town in observance of Independence Day. Today’s parade is much longer and has a bigger variety, with over 120 units filling the streets. An extra special treat is that the newly crowned Miss North Carolina makes one of her first appearances in the festival parade.

														
																				2024 Parade Application
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																						Freedom Flotilla
																						Decorate your vessel in Red, White, and Blue and come sail with us! Organized by the Southport Yacht Club.

														
																				Download the Registration Form
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																						Kayak/SUP Parade
																						The Paddle Parade is open to kayaks, canoes and stand-up paddleboards. Participants will paddle to the west end of Oak Island toward Sheep Island and the Point before returning to Blue Water Point Marina. The route distance is approximately three miles.
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																						Shag Contest
																						The Shag Contest is organized by the Society of Brunswick Shaggers. What is shag dancing? The "Carolina Shag" originated along the area between Myrtle Beach, SC and Wilmington, NC in the 1940s.
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																						Music & Entertainment
																						Interested in participating on our community stage? We have partnered with Up Your Arts!

														
																				Contact Up Your Arts

														
							
							
												
					
				
			

					

	


			
	
		

	
					
			
			
			
					
											Want to work with us?

																Volunteer Today.
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